CHAPTER V THE FIRST AEROPLANES
IN 1893 Clement Ader made a Mi-sized steam-driven flying machine with flapping wings, but subsequently turned it into a monoplane, and on October 14, 1897, in the presence of representatives of the French War Minister, he flew 300 metres. He relates that the surprising experience nearly caused him to lose his senses. The machine was wrecked in landing. The spectators would not, or could not, induce the authorities to take the matter seriously, and Ader's invention was ignored until, in the enthusiasm caused by practical flight achievements in 1908, it was remembered and placed in the Aeronautical Exhibition at the Grand Palais in December of that year.
In his disappointment at the coldness of its reception in 1897 Ader burned all the drawings, and would have destroyed the machine but for the solicitations of a friend who appealed to him on the ground of patriotism.
Lawrence Hargrave, an Australian, in 1898 and 1899, made some remarkable experiments with kites, and invented the cellular or box-kite. The principal experimenters in kites who made ascents were Le Bris in 1856, Baden-Powell in 1894, Wise in 1897, and Cody. The Farman and the first Santos-Dumont aeroplanes were based on the principle of the Hargrave box-kite.
Owing in very large measure to the promise afforded to aviation by the introduction of the light petrol motor, progress became rapid. It renewed men's hopes, for
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